THE GOSPEL

A true preacher of the Gospel, you inspire respect; you
compel your enemies to value and admire you; you turn
even the sceptic into a believer.

Why should a church with such a leader as yourself have
these wretched subalterns, unenlightened either by charity
or peace? Their sermons breathe none of that moving
unction which is the essential utterance of the GospeL
Jesus Christ died rather than defeat his enemies by other
means than faith. But these wild-eyed reprobate priests
preach rebellion, murder, and bloodshed. They live on rich
men's gold: they have sold the poor for thirty pieces of
silver. Drive them out of your Church. Cast upon them the
anathema and curse of Heaven. Liberty, and the sovereignty
of the people, are the political code of the Gospel.

I hope soon to be at Genoa: one of my greatest pleasures
will be to see you there. A prelate like Fenelon, or the
Archbishop of Milan, or of Ravenna, makes men love
religion by practising all the virtues it enjoins. Heaven has
no greater gift for a government, or for a great city.

Pray be assured of my high esteem and consideration.

[CORRESP., iii, 2182. For the situation at Genoa, v. No. 29.]
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CONSTITUTION-MAKING

TO THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

HEADQUARTERS, PASSARIANO, September 19,1797.

I HAVE received your 'confidential' letter of the 22nd
fructidor about the mission you wish Sieyes to carry out in
Italy. I certainly think, as you do, that his presence will be
as necessary at Milan as it probably was in Holland, and is.
now in Paris.

For all our pride, our thousand-and-one pamphlets, and
our blustering airy orations, we are extremely ignorant of
the science of political conduct. We have never yet defined
what is meant by the executive, legislative, and judicial
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